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T
he impending prospect of lifting the US 
arms embargo on Cyprus is potentially 
more important for America than it is 
for Cyprus. This dysfunctional Embargo 
represents the destructiveness of both 
�lawed American government policy and 

the chipping away at our country’s faith in our demo-
cratic processes. 

The very existence of an arms embargo on Cyprus is 
an example of our government ignoring the law of our 
land and punishing our relationship with a country that 
conducts itself as a most dependable ally, Cyprus. Hard 
though it may be to believe, this legislative Embargo is 
actually aimed at Turkey, not Cyprus. Its legislative his-
tory makes clear that it was intended to end Turkey’s 
illegal military occupation of Cyprus by prohibiting 
Turkey from employing American arms on Cyprus. The 
Administration, however, ignored that legislative intent 
and instead applied the law so that Turkey could con-
tinue to carry American arms onto Cyprus, but all other 
US arms to that country were embargoed.  

As the Chairman of the House Foreign Affairs Hu-
man Rights Subcommittee said recently, “The United 
States should lift its outdated arms embargo on Cy-
prus. There’s no good reason for the United States to 
deny a tried and true ally like Cyprus essential weap-
onry for its defense.”

Another member of the US House of Representa-
tives received a standing ovation from colleagues for 
his impassioned defense of Congressional duty. He 
said, “We make laws. The President was given the duty 
to take care that the laws be faithfully executed. The 
House of Representatives does not exist to pass sug-
gestions. We do not exist to pass ideas. We make law.” 
The fact that such a basic point received such an over-
whelming reaction indicates how far our Executive 
Branch can stray from our Founders’ brilliant vision.  

The Cyprus arms embargo is an example of the 
kind of undemocratic conduct that is slowly sinking 

the American democratic ship of state. Today, 70% of 
young Americans and a majority of Americans under 60 
DO NOT consider it “essential” to live in a democracy – 
that’s up from 30% in the 1930s.  And, 35% of well-to-
do young Americans believe army rule would be a good 
form of government – up from 6% in 1995. In the past 
three years, scholars have �illed book shelves and news-
paper headlines with proof of this loss.        

Unfortunately, Cyprus has experienced decades of 
such undemocratic American practices.  One of many 
occurred in 1978 when the White House began its 
effort to lift another arms embargo, the one against 
Turkey. That embargo was applied because Turkey 
used American arms illegally to invade and occupy the 
northern third of Cyprus. The White House promised 
the Congress that, if they lifted the Turkish arms em-
bargo and Turkey did not withdraw its occupation of 
Cyprus, the embargo would be re-imposed. During the 
40 years since, no troops have left and roughly half-a-
million Turks have been moved to the occupied area of 
Cyprus. Yet, every few months, the Administration has 
assured the Congress, in a total of over 100 letters, of 
a fantasy that Turkey is moving toward a withdrawal 
from Cyprus.     

In the past, the American government has played 
these dangerous games with Cyprus, the bulwark of 
the Western World in the Eastern Mediterranean. At 
the same time, Turkish President Erdogan’s dream of 
an Ottoman caliphate targets Cyprus’ Muslims. They 
are called Turkish-Cypriots even though their gene 
pool resembles Greek-Cypriots more than Turks and 
many were Christians who converted to Islam to avoid 
paying taxes under Ottoman rule. Also, in contrast to 
Erdogan’s Turks, Turkish-Cypriots are steeped in the 
thousands-of-years-old Western culture of Cyprus that 
has led to democratic, secular, moderate Muslim be-
liefs. Recently, Erdogan’s Turks on Cyprus attacked a 
newspaper while yelling “Allahu Akbar.” The paper had 
supported the US in opposing Erdogan’s assault on 

US-backed Syrian Kurds. Thousands of Cypriot-born 
Turkish-Cypriots immediately demonstrated against 
this attack.

In recent years, Erdogan’s aggression against Cy-
prus has included an attempt to steal Cyprus’ newly 
discovered hydrocarbons. This is all part of the Turkish 
President’s �inal push for Islamist Fundamentalism’s 
�irst modern conquest of Western World territory and 
resources – the northern third of Cyprus.  These are 
hydrocarbons that the Eastern Mediterranean Alliance 
-- Cyprus, Greece and Israel – are working on together 
to provide safe delivery to Western Europe. 

Fortunately, State Department of�icials handling 
this region of the world today and the effort to lift the 
arms embargo against Cyprus and cut off the delivery 
of F-35 stealth �ighter jets to Turkey are among the 
best we have seen in half a century, possibly in the 
league of Dick Holbrooke.  Gone, at least for the mo-
ment, are those who smugly ignored our legislative 
branch’s laws regarding Cyprus.  

A policy of sanctions against Turkey for imprison-
ing an innocent American seems to have replaced our 
government’s previous policy of refusing for years 
to press Turkey about what its military did with �ive 
innocent Americans they captured. They were later 
found to have been executed with over 1,000 innocent 
Greek-Cypriots and dumped in mass graves.  

Hopefully, today’s handling of Cyprus will be a 
textbook primer of top notch diplomacy as well as 
adherence to democratic procedures our Founders 
intended.  
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Politics “Let me be clear: We will disclose the client’s name and accusations only when SHE is ready and 
we have adequate security measures in place. And not a moment before that. It is her choice 
and hers alone as to when to surface bc it is her life. We expect it within the next 36 hrs.”
— Lawyer Michael Avenatti in a tweet, on his mysterious client who he said Tuesday will publicly 
describe her accusations against Supreme Court nominee Brett M. Kavanaugh
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Republican lawmakers Tuesday de-
manded that Deputy Attorney General 
Rod Rosenstein testify before Congress 
this week or face impeachment as ques-
tions swirl about his future at the De-
partment of Justice.

House Freedom Caucus Chairman 
Rep. Mark Meadows said Mr. Rosenstein 
must explain under oath reports that 
he discussed secretly taping President 
Trump and advocated removing him 
from offi  ce. 

“You can’t have the number two offi  -
cial at the Department of Justice making 
comments about wiring the president 
and not address it,” tweeted Mr. Mead-
ows, North Carolina Republican. “Rod 
Rosenstein must come before Congress 
this week, under oath, and tell the truth 
about his alleged statements.” 

Mr. Meadows is the second Repub-
lican member of Congress to threaten 
impeachment if Mr. Rosenstein does 
not testify. 

“Any member of Congress can call up 
Rosenstein’s impeachment and it must be 
voted on in two days,” Rep. Matt Gaetz, 
Florida Republican, said in a Fox News 
interview. “If we don’t have Rosenstein 
in the witness chair, Mark Meadows and 
I are prepared to do just that and keep 
Congress in town to do the oversight.” 

Pressure built on other fronts Tursday 
night, as Politico reported that the House 
Judiciary Committee was moving toward 
issuing a subpoena for memos by fi red 
FBI deputy director Andrew McCabe.

In an article last week, the New York 
Times cited McCabe memos as the 
basis for its report that Mr. Rosenstein 
suggested recording the president and 

tried to recruit Cabinet members to 
invoke the 25th Amendment to remove 
him from offi  ce. 

Citing “a Judiciary Committee source,” 

Politico wrote that Rep. Bob Goodlatte, 
Virginia Republican and the Judiciary 
chairman, gave the panel’s Democrats 
late Tuesday evening the required two 

days notice of an intention to subpoena.
Mr. Rosenstein is scheduled to meet 

with Mr. Trump on Thursday to discuss 
the New York Times report. 

As Mr. Rosenstein headed to the 
White House on Monday to meet with 
Chief of Staff  John F. Kelly, erroneous 
news reports said he had been fi red or 
was going to resign.

He kept his job, though the White 
House remains mum about his future, 
with White House press secretary Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders dodging questions 
in television interviews Tuesday. When 
asked on “Good Morning America” if the 
president has confi dence in Mr. Rosen-
stein, Mrs. Sanders responded, “He has 
confi dence in the system.”

Mrs. Sanders was pressed for greater 
detail but said she wasn’t “going to get 
ahead of the conversation” between the 

president and Mr. Rosenstein, the No. 2 
offi  cial at the Justice Department.

In an appearance on “Fox & Friends,” 
Mrs. Sanders said the president is disap-
pointed by a number of actions at the 
Justice Department. She said Mr. Trump 
wants answers from Justice offi  cials, 
which could involve Mr. Rosenstein, 
but also others. 

Democrats, meanwhile, are moving 
to protect special counsel Robert Muel-
ler’s investigation into possible collusion 
between the Trump campaign and Rus-
sia. Mr. Rosenstein oversees the Mueller 
probe because Attorney General Jeff  
Sessions recused himself.

If Mr. Rosenstein is fi red or resigns, 
it could heighten fears that Mr. Trump 
will terminate the Mueller investiga-
tion, which he has labeled a “hoax” and 
“witch hunt.” 

CONGRESS

GOP lawmakers demand testimony from Rosenstein
Deputy attorney 
general threatened 
with impeachment 

“Rod Rosenstein must come before Congress this week, under oath, and tell the truth 
about his alleged statements,” said Rep. Mark Meadows, North Carolina Republican. 
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Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein is to meet with President Trump to discuss a report saying he suggested recording Mr. Trump and tried to invoke the 25th Amendment.
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His country and his conti-
nent last century escaped fas-
cism and communism, but former 

Czech Presi-
dent Vaclav 
Klaus argues 
that Europe 
desperately 

needs to be liberated again — 
this time from the clutches of 

globalists and multiculturalists, 
and from a European Union bent 
on imposing open borders and 
crushing the principle of sover-
eign rights.

Mr. Klaus, a longtime critic 
of the European Union who 
preached the virtues of national 
identity and secure borders long 
before the age of Brexit, told edi-
tors and reporters at The Wash-
ington Times on Tuesday that 
Europe needs a “fundamental, 

systemic” change along the lines 
of his own country’s Velvet Revo-
lution nearly three decades ago.

But how such a monumental 
change comes about, he said, 
remains an open question. He 
shot down the idea that other 

CZECH REPUBLIC

Ex-leader says Europe needs 
revolution to crush globalism
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Lawyer Michael Avenatti’s 
claim that one of his clients 
has damaging information on 
Brett Kavanaugh has thrust 
President Trump’s nemesis 
back in front of the television 
cameras — and 
into the living 
rooms of po-
tential voters 
he is wooing as 
he ponders an 
unlikely presi-
dential run in 
2020.

Those aspirations have 
generally been met with 
skepticism, but there are signs 
that Mr. Avenatti’s relentless 
hounding of Mr. Trump is 
breaking through to Demo-
cratic activists who say they 
are waiting to see whether he 
can shed a Hollywood lawyer 
image and back up his claims.

“I think the risk is that [the 
Kavanaugh claim] blows up in 
your face,” said Kathleen Sul-
livan, a member of the Dem-
ocratic National Committee 
from New Hampshire, “that 
you tell folks something is 
going to happen, and it doesn’t 
happen, or it is not going to 

Kavanaugh 
claim turns 
up limelight 
for Avenatti
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Bill Cosby, an actor and comedian who broke racial barriers in the entertainment industry, on Tuesday became the fi rst celebrity of the #MeToo 
era to be sent to prison. A Pennsylvania judge declared him a “sexually violent predator” and gave him a three- to 10-year sentence. Story, A7.
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NEW YORK | America’s fi ght with Iran fl ared anew Tuesday, 
with Iranian President Hassan Rouhani accusing the Trump 
administration of trying to overthrow his government while 
National Security Adviser John R. Bolton warned that there 
will “be hell to pay” if Tehran doesn’t cease its provocative 
behavior on the world stage.

The sharp exchanges, in back-and-forth speeches inside and 
on the periphery of the U.N. General Assembly, underscored 
the tension that has escalated dramatically between the two 
nations in the four months since President Trump broke with 
other world powers to withdraw the U.S. from the 2015 Iran 
nuclear accord and reimpose harsh economic sanctions on 
Tehran.

Mr. Rouhani used the main stage at the annual gathering 

UNITED NATIONS

U.S., Iran trade fi ery 
remarks, threats at 
General Assembly
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Republicans announced plans 
to hold a committee vote Fri-
day morning on Judge Brett M. 
Kavanaugh’s nomination to the 
Supreme Court, signaling con-
fi dence that they will be able to 
speed the process after Thurs-
day’s showdown hearing involv-
ing the woman accusing him of 
sexual misconduct as a teenager.

The vote could be followed by 
action in the full Senate over the 
weekend as Republicans try to 
have Judge Kavanaugh installed 
as the high court convenes for 
its next term.

The aggressive schedule was 
announced as President Trump, 
in his boldest comments yet on 
the issue, accused Democrats 
of playing a “con game” with 
the Kavanaugh nomination and 
top Senate Republicans said they 
were tiring of delays and obstruc-
tions over allegations that have 
yet to be corroborated nearly two 
weeks after they emerged.

“I’m confi dent we’re going to 
win, confi dent he will be con-
fi rmed in the very near future,” 
Majority Leader Mitch McCon-
nell, Kentucky Republican, said 
Tuesday after meeting with his 
colleagues.

Republicans rejected new calls 
for delays, saying it is time to give 
the judge and accuser Christine 
Blasey Ford their chance to testify.

“I am not going to silence Dr. 
Ford after I promised and assured 
her that I would provide her a 

SUPREME COURT

Republicans plan 
Friday committee 
vote on Kavanaugh
Show confi dence in showdown
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President Trump told the 
United Nations on Tuesday that 
the U.S. is guided by patriotism 
instead of globalism, rejecting the 
authority of world bodies such as 
the International Criminal Court, 
the World Trade Organization 
and a U.N. migration initiative 
even as he praised the U.N. itself 
as a force for peace.

In the most in-your-face de-
fense yet of his “America First” 
agenda, a defiant Mr. Trump 
stood before U.N. delegates who 

sneered openly at him and told 
them that the U.S. will never 
submit to international controls 
as long as he is in charge.

“America is governed by 
Americans,” Mr. Trump told the 
annual U.N. General Assembly in 
New York. “We reject the ideol-
ogy of globalism, and we embrace 
the doctrine of patriotism. We 
will never surrender America’s 
sovereignty to an unaccountable, 
unelected global bureaucracy.”

The president warned that 
his administration would take 
a “hard look” at its foreign aid 
budget of more than $40 billion 

and stop rewarding countries that 
act against U.S. interests.

“We are only going to give 
foreign aid to those who respect 
us and, frankly, are our friends,” 
he said.

Mr. Trump arrived at the 
United Nations as more of a 
known quantity to his audience 
than a year ago, when he shocked 
the world’s diplomats by promis-
ing to “totally destroy” North 
Korea if it continued to threaten 
the U.S. This time, a more som-
ber Mr. Trump began his speech 

FOREIGN POLICY

Trump touts sovereignty 
over globalist ideology
Assails International Criminal Court, WTO
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MESSAGE TO THE WORLD: President 
Trump, in a defi ant address to an 
audience Tuesday at the United Nations 
General Assembly in New York, declared 
that “America is governed by Americans.”

Avenatti
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LONDON | The British are known for 
tradition — they will often tell you it’s 
what they do best: the monarchy, the 
Beefeater guards, the stiff  upper lip, the 
unique sense of humor.

But now, one of the realm’s most 

venerable customs — drinking tea — is 
coming under threat. Younger Britons are 
eschewing the traditional cup of strong 
black tea with a dash of milk in favor of 
trendier herbal infusions.

In fact, British tea consumption fell 
by 5.9 million pounds compared with 
last year, according to data compiled by 
the consultancy fi rm Kantar Worldpanel. 

That equates to about 870 million fewer 
“cuppas” in the nation of 65 million.

“It’s an older demographic that drinks 
tea,” said Chris Hayward, a consumer 
specialist at Kantar Worldpanel. “The 
classic English breakfast tea is in a chal-
lenging place.”

The younger generations are fed up 
with the same old concoction and are 

driving the trend.
“I drink ginger tea,” said Stephanie 

Fowler, a 29-year-old full-time mom 
from North Yorkshire. “It’s much more 
refreshing than black tea.

“It’s more trendy, it’s diff erent and 
I think herbal teas and green teas are 
marketed as being good for you in terms 
of antioxidants,” she said.

Major tea brands have noticed.
The traditional tea market is dete-

riorating, said Ben Newbury, senior 
brand manager at Yorkshire Tea, which 
is best-known in the United Kingdom 
for its luxury black tea blend Yorkshire 
Gold. But he insists there is still life in 
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Tea’d off : Younger Britons shun tradition, want herbals in their cuppas
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CRITIC: Former Czech President 
Vaclav Klaus preached the virtues 
of national identity and secure 
borders before the age of Brexit.
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